A NEW ROWING SKIFF FOR
EASY HOME BUILDING

DIMENSIONS
Length: 134" (4.06m)

Beam: 40" (1.22m)
Draft (loaded): 5" (13cm)
Hull Weight: 1151bs (52kg)

Little Grebe isadevelopment of the very
successul saili ng skiff Sandpiper, designed
originally for building by family groups over the
four days of the Boats 99 boat show. Beam and
freeboard, which gave the earlier boat the aili ty
to cary sall, have been reduced, and sheisin-
tended as a pure rowing skiff, combing good
performance under oars with stabili ty and space
for relaxed ouings with apicnic. Elegant
enouwgh for any Thames badkwater onafine
Sunday afternoon,she Gan aso cope with two
large fishermen and an angry pike.

In spite of her sleek appearance, the emphasisin
Little Grebe s design was on simplicity and
speead o building. Easier to construct from
scratch than many boats compl eted from Kits,
sheiswell within the ailiti es of thase with
modest experience of handing woodworking
tods, bu no knavledge of boatbuilding. The
prototype was built single-handed in 51 houws of
work, ready then for painting — with extra pairs
of hands it shoud be passbleto improve onthis
time.

Econamy and lightnesscan be achieved by the
use of plywoodfor al the hull comporents -
threesheets of %4’ (6mm) ply are needed. Alter-
natively, items such as the transom and thwarts
can be aut from solid timber, dlightly simplify-

ing the buil ding process and geatly en-
hancing the gpeaance of the boat if the
interior is varnished. Softwood (Douglas
fir or similar) is used for the framing and
longitudina members.
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Constructionis as easy as possble, requiring
no speda equipment. The hull is put together
withou any need for a building frame or jig,
and there is nolofting (the drawing out full -
sized of comporents from the plans); the side
panels are bent around pe-fabricaed frames,
and strength and rigidity are alded by solid
chines and gunwales. Theflat battom is then
put onasasingle panel. Theflare of the hull is
constant, and the frame bevels therefore un-
changing. All joints are simply butted, glued
(preferably with ore-shat polyurethane glue),
and fastened with bronzering nail s or brass
Screws as appropriate.

Little Grebe can accommodate three alults -
two can row, with a passenger on the stern sed.
A single-handed oarspersonwill find her fast
and resporsive, thanksto her light weight. She
isaso easy to transport and launch, for the
same reason - sheisnot too heavy for a
roofrack of an average ar, or alightweight
trail er can simplify launching.

Plans are supdied asasingle Al shed, with
full buil ding instructions keyed to the plans. An
article with step-by-step ill ustrations of the
buil ding of the very similar Sandpiper ap-

v ———

peaed in Pradicd Woodworking maga-
zine, and copies of this item, reproduced
with permisson, are included with the
plansto serve @ an ill ustrated construction
manual.

Priceof Plans (including postage, paced
inastrong postal tube): £30.00(£32.00
outside Europe)

For further information, contad:
Conrad Natzio Boatbuil der, The Old
Schod, Brundsh Road, Raveningham,
Norwich, NR14 6NT, United Kingdom.

Tel/Fax: +44 (0)1508 318675
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